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which are held by the clans of the Kuchwahas, the Kathores, and the Sesodias; but even in these States the organism is, as we have shown, superficially overlaid by feudal growth,the state of incessant war having prominently developed the obligations of military service. Nowhere, however, has the system become entirely feudal; that is, nowhere has military tenure obliterated altogether the original tenure by blood and birthright of the clan. There are a few real beneficiaries, but their tenure is acknowledged to be special and inferior; and as the tribal Chief is kept in order by his powerful kinsmen, so the powerful kinsman has to reckon with his brotherhood. The only class that can be taxed or bullied in real feudal fashion is the non-Eajpiit peasantry; but even here the cultivator is so valuable that he must not be driven away. In the eastern Eajpiit States, which were most exposed to the disintegrating ravages of the Moghal and Maratha, the tribal organisation has -been much effaced politically, and the Chief has centralised his power, and acquired almost complete jurisdiction over the whole of his territory. So that whereas in the north and west a ruling Chief could not break through the compact front which his clansmen would at once oppose to any serious political encroachment, and has a dubious jurisdiction within the domains of his leading kinsmen, in the south-east a Chief rules a State more or less under his own administrative orders, and a population of which his own clansmen form but a small part. In these States, indeed, the chief families are decaying into a French noblesse, living on the rents and fees of estates assigned to them for maintenance, a distinct class with right to appear on. all State occasions and